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SINGLES FOR PLYING
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SINGLES FOR PLYING

SPINNING Slub Yarn

To make a slub yarn, start with
a large whorl or pulley so your
flyer spins slowly. Treadle slowly
when you first begin, and don't
be afraid to stop often. Spinning
teacher Rudy Amann has this
great advice for new spinners:
“When you're in trouble, stop
treadling!” It's advice you'll need
often when spinning unusual or
novelty yarns, and slubs are no
exception. The Falkland wool top
I used for this demonstrationisa
medium wool with about a 5-inch
staple; my singles has a Z twist.

STEP 1. Attach fleece to your
leader and start spinning a
medium yarn, just to get going.
I'm spinning clockwise, which
means I'm getting a Z twist.

STEP 2. When you're ready to
make a slub, stop treadling and
pinch off a pretty good piece

of the top with your fingers
(like taking a bite), then draft
forward until you see a thin spot
appearing in the top. This means
you're getting close to the end
of the staple length on the bite
of fiber you are drafting out.

S

STEP 3. Stop and roll your thumb to
the right (the same direction as the
twist of the yarn) to add a bit of
twist to the thin spot (a). Suddenly,
you have defined your slub! This
little thumb roll not only defines the
slub, but the twist you just inserted
into that thin spot keeps it from
coming apart as you move along in
the spinning process. At this point,
instead of sliding my drafting hand
over the slub, I like to release my
right-hand grip and jump right over
the slub (b). Depending on the fiber
you're using, sliding down the slub
can mess up the alignment of the
fibers and make it fuzzier than it

has to be.
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On to Fat Singles

Consistent fat singles are more difficult to make Begin by going back to step 2 of Spinning
than thin singles for this reason: 1f you're spinning Slub Yarn fu»mn 66) irﬁ.n you draft forward ung|
thin yarn and accidentally create a fat spot, you you see thinning, 1f draftinga long way forward
can simply draft out further to correct the incon- causes a thin spot afer a thick slub, consider wha
sistency. But when you spin fat yarn, areas thatare  you would have to do to make a singles thar's ag
t00 thin are much more difficult to fix seamlessly.  thick as the slub — thatis, without the thin spor,
To correct your error, you have to stop, untwist The solution is that you would need to consid-

and remove the thin area, and then make ajoin. Ifs  erably shorten the length of the forward draf.
not unlike what a woodcarver faces when asimilar - (See Troubleshooting Fat Singles on the facing
thing happens: in a too-thick area, he can just slice  page.) This gives you a fairly dense and consistent

off the excess material, but when an unfortunate worsted-type fat singles.

slip of the knife creates a too-thin spor, he has to 1f you notice that you're getting thin spots in
glue on more wood to correct the problem. your singles, check that your amvmasm distance is 1 desire.V
Now that you know how to make slubs, short enough to prevent thinning, It's important, had spur
however, singles that aren’t teeny will be a pieceof oo, to be consistent about the size of the bite, or takesal
cake. Your wheel should still be set up with a large  amount, of fiber you draft. This, even more than it does
whorl and enough tension so that too much twist ~ the drafting length, determines the diameter of anyon
doesn’t build up in the singles. your yarn. If you normally spin fine yarns, it may Paya
take spinning a couple of skeins to getused to dian

drafting fat yarn, but practice (and using a control
sample to help wich consistency) will train your
brain to do something other than fine singles.

L don't believe that spinners always

return to their default yarn when spin-
ninga quantity of yarn. At least for
me, practice in spinning different
. diameter yarns has given mea
, Detter ability to choose to
spin whatever diameter

Spit

Fat singles spun from
Corriedale cross wool
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